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A message from Mrs. Willman and Mrs. Kennedy: 

 At the beginning of the school year, we shared 
with you the variety of resources and opportunities 
available to you as you begin your first year of high 
school at the Ames Campus of Massapequa High 
School.  We hope that you are on the path to a fast 
start by striving to do your best in the areas of aca-
demic excellence, strengthening or building new 
friendships as well as participating in some of our 
numerous clubs, organizations or athletic teams of-
fered. 

On behalf of the entire staff at the Ames Campus, 
we would like to express sincere appreciation for 
your cooperation and support.  We are so proud of 
the many accomplishments you have made thus 
far.  Please remember that our door continues to be 
open to you, and we wish you continued success 
throughout the school year. 
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Multicultural Club Celebrates  

Día de los Muertos  

  
  

 During the months of September and October, the 
Multicultural Club has been learning about and pre-
paring for the Day of the Dead.  El Día de los Muertos 
is a two day celebration in México and is also cele-
brated in other Central American and Latin American 
countries.  It is one of the most important celebrations 
in Mexico. The skull, la catrina, is a symbol of Mexi-
co.  Students learned about the huge parades and El 
festival de La Calaca.  They also learned about how 
different countries celebrate this holiday by watching 
videos and reading articles from different Spanish 
newspapers.  

We discussed the importance of the ofrenda, 
the altar, and how they are prepared and decorat-
ed.  We worked on several arts and crafts activities 
and made several decorations.  We decorated the 
classroom with skulls and skull puppets.  We also 
made skull masks and papel picado (paper cut outs) 
and marigolds made from tissue paper.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 Culture at Ames 

 
 
 

Spanish classes learn about Day of the Dead 

  
 Sra. Silver, Sra. Martinez, Sra. Beauchesne 
and Sra. Czekaj’s classes participated in several activ-
ities to learn about El Día de los Muertos at Ames.  
Several classes discussed the importance of alters 
when honoring those who had passed and learned 
about the importance of the Mexican two day holiday 
celebration.   
 In Señora Silver, Señora Martinez and Sra. 
Beauchesne’s classes, students learned about and 
discussed the importance of the ofrenda, the alter hon-
oring the lives of those who have passed.  Sra.  
Beauchesne makes one in her home every year to 
honor her grandparents and others who have passed.  
Some Spanish classes at Ames also watched the 
movie Coco and decorated skull masks.   
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Events at Ames/ Ames Cares 

 
 
 

 
 

National Junior Honor Society Cares 

 
  Once again, the National Junior Honor 
Society held a food drive for those in need 
right before Thanksgiving.  Club members 
brought canned foods and goods to Mrs.  
Grossi and Mr. Lassen during the months of  
October and November.  All goods were col-
lected outside of the library and then  
everything was brought to Mrs. Grossi’s 
room.  All of the food do-
nations went to Lady of 
Lords church in Farming-
dale. It was a huge suc-
cess.   Thank you to all 
involved for all of your 
hard work and support. 
Ames really can make a 
difference when everyone 
works together.   
 
Helping Hands makes a 
difference 
 
The Helping Hands club 
at Ames has been very 
busy this year helping various organizations 
and families in need.   Through Long Island 
Cares, the club adopted several families and 
helped them by getting them the ingredients 
that they needed for their Thanksgiving meals.   
They also visited a food pantry at Island Har-
vest and boxed food and meals for families in 
need on Long Island.   They helped pack over 
400 boxes!   
 
Helping hands also helped to raise  $1,000 
dollars in donations to the 9/11 Memorial Mu-
seum and for the Tunnel to Towers  

 

CCC Halloween Costume  
Contest  

 
 Every year the CCC program has its annual 
Halloween costume contest in which all faculty 
and staff are invited to participate.  It was a 
great day to see all of the cool costumes that 
the teachers and staff had on.  Mrs. Bonn was 
Cruella Deville and her dalmatian was Mrs. 
DeFelice. Mrs. Rabie was a student on a rocket 
ship, Mrs. Czekaj was Darth Vader, Mrs. Ken-
nedy and Mrs. Willman were graduates  
together, Mrs. Camilleri was a scarecrow, Mr. 
Burke was a mad scientist and Mrs. Hassell 
was a very spooky skeleton.  The Mathematics 
department all dressed up as different colored 
expo markers.  Many people were involved this 
year and it was a close competition.  The  
winner was Mr. Peterson, as the pretty pink 
haired princess and fancy unicorn.  Congratula-
tions to all who participated, it was a great day 
for all! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 



Sports  Ames’  Entertainment 

November 2021         The Little Chief          4   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Events at Ames continued 

 
 

Halloween at Ames  
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Helping those in need 
By: Elle Stagnitta 

 
  

 Did you know that according to www.census.gov,11.4% of the US  
population is in poverty?  In the US, there are many people struggling with 
poverty everyday.  This holiday season, we can all contribute to those people 
by donating money, clothes, and food to various charities.  The National Jun-
ior Honor Society was also collecting food for those in need.  Some other im-
portant charities include United Way Worldwide, Feeding America, Direct Re-
lief, etc.  Here at Ames our National Junior Honor Society has been working 
hard, and with the help of Mrs. Grossi and Mr. Lassen, they set up a food 
drive where they are accepting non-perishable food items.  The Helping 
Hands club at Ames also helped many families in need this year through var-
ious activities. 
 Canned foods, warm coats, blankets, toys, games, shoes and bags are 
all great examples of things that are very helpful to people in need.  Get in 
the spirit this holiday season by helping people in any way you can.  Any-
thing and everything counts.  Even just spreading the word to others can put 
a smile on someone's face.  For more information about different ways to 
help, please visit the websites of the organizations above. 

 
 
 
 

Voice of the Students 
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Italian Feast & Festival in Massapequa 
By: Alexa Schnepf 

 

              The Annual Columbus Lodge Italian Feast & Festival was on Sunday, Sep-
tember 26th, on Broadway Ave. in Massapequa.  It was from 10am to 6pm.  It was a 
lot of fun for everyone.  I got to see my friend there with her mom.  There were 
many crafts there as well.  I also got a lot of cool stuff like a wooden painted  
pumpkin that said “Hello Fall,” and I got this new fidget toy even though I barely 
need anymore fidgets. There was a various amount of mini shops there like Healing 
Hearts, Food Shops,  Anime Characters, clothing, fidgets, toys, and a lot of political 
shops. There were also many fun activities for the younger kids such as inflatable 
kid rides, bouncy houses and horse back riding.  There were also many cool shops 
such as crystal shops, jewelry shops, home decor shops, and beauty shops with hair 
accessories and other shops with cool keychains. They were also selling Italian flags 
and American flags and there was even a tent where you were able to register for art 
classes.  There was also a baby boutique that had many accessories and cute clothing 
for babies. It was very crowded there and many people brought their doggies that 
were really cute. My dad also gave me an American Flag that he bought at one of the  
shops.  At the festival there were also tons of bakeries selling delicacies and even  
ice cream parlors.  There was a stage set up at the end of the festival and they were 
playing live music the entire time. I also got a coupon from the shop where I bought 
the painted wooden pumpkin that says “Hello fall”.  It was cute and it was only $5 
which is cheap, it was a great deal.  It is orange and it is faded with white and the 
words were in black.  I definitely want to go again next year! 

Voice of the Students 
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The History of Jack O Lanterns. 
 

By Elizabeth Terranova 
 

 It’s almost impossible to celebrate Halloween without including the iconic Jack O'Lantern 
to your festivities. Whether its house decoration, a costume, or a real carved out pumpkin Jack 
O'Lanterns are everywhere, but where and how did this tradition even begin? Keep reading to 
find out the history of the most recognizable face in the Autumn season.  

 
The tradition of Jack O'Lanterns started during the 1500s in Ireland. An old Irish legend says 
that a man named Stingy Jack was sitting in a bar with the devil. The devil offered to buy Jack a 
drink in exchange for his soul. The devil then transformed himself into a coin to pay for the 
drinks, but before he could pay, Jack stole the coin and put it in his pocket where he kept a 
cross. The cross kept the Devil from escaping. Jack agreed to free the Devil if he waited before 
taking his soul.  

 
Some years later Jack ran into the Devil by an apple tree. The Devil had not forgotten their deal 
and wanted Jack's soul immediately. But Jack was clever and bought himself some time by ask-
ing the Devil to climb up a tree and get him an apple. Jack then laid crosses around the tree to 
trap the Devil. Jack then made the Devil promise to not take his soul when he died.  

 
When Jack passed away the Devil kept his promise and did not take his soul. But since Jack 
was turned away from heaven and hell he had nowhere to go and nothing to do, but wander the 
netherworld. The Devil gave a burning ember to light Jack’s way.  Jack hollowed out a turnip 
and placed the ember inside and from then onward Jack wandered the netherworld. With noth-
ing, but a dimly lit turnip lighting his way.  

 
On Halloween in Ireland people carved out turnips, rutabagas, gourds, potatoes, and beets to 
scare Jack’s ghost away and other evil spirits. ‘’Jack of the Lantern’’ was later abbreviated to 
‘’Jack O'Lantern’’. And when Irish immigrants came to the U.S Jack O'Lantern followed them. 
People then traded turnips for pumpkins. 

 
The earliest Jack O'Lanterns were lit with wood embers, coal or candles. Kids would wander off 
roads with a Jack O'Lantern to trick people into thinking they were the Ghost of Stingy Jack. 
They then stepped up the tradition by carving scary faces into their pumpkins.  

 
Jack O'Lanterns became popular in America in 1892 when the Mayor of Atlanta hosted a Hal-
loween party. And his wife had the party room decorated with several pumpkins with carved out 
faces and lit by a candle from the inside.  

 
 

 

Voice of the Students 
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Star Wars Projects Coming Up 
    
Disney announced various projects in the Star Wars series: 

• Rangers of the New Republic- A Disney+ original show taking 
place during the events of the Mandalorian. It follows a pair of New 
Republic Pilots 

 

• Ahsoka-  A Disney+ original show/ series taking place during the 
events of the Mandalorian. It follows Ahsoka Tano, a former Jedi and hero of the Clone Wars.  

 

• Andor-  A Disney+ original show taking place before the events of the Rogue One. It follows 
Cassian Andor, a Rebel Pilot and has been described as a “spy-thriller.” The release date for this 
show is set for 2022.  

 

• Obi-Wan Kenobi- A Disney+ original show taking place ten years after the events of the Re-
venge of the Sith. It follows Obi-Wan Kenobi and Darth Vader as they are both living on opposite 
ends of the galactic society in the aftermath of the rise of the Empire and Order 66. It was an-
nounced that the Star Wars prequels actors Ewan McGregor and Hayden Christensen are con-
firmed to reprise their roles of Obi-Wan Kenobi and Darth Vader, respectively. Filming for the show 
began in January of 2021, with a projected release date of 2022.   

 

• A Droid Story- A Disney+ original show taking place during the events of the Mandalorian. It fol-
lows C-3PO and R2-D2, the legendary droids from the Skywalker Saga and introduces a new hero. 
There is no release date set for this show.  

 

• The Book of Boba Fett coming soon in December 2021. 
 

• Rogue Squadron- A new movie directed by Patty Jenkins from the Wonder Woman franchise. It 
follows a new generation of star fighter pilots in an unexplored age of galactic history. The movie is 
set to be released on Christmas of 2023.  

 

• The Acolyte- A Disney+ original show taking place during the final days of the High Republic 
Era. No release date is set for the show, and no major plot points have been revealed.  

 

• Star Wars: The Bad Batch- A Disney+ original show taking place during the final days of the 
Clone Wars and shortly after the rise of the Empire. It follows the Bad Batch, a unique squad of ge-
netically-modified clones who each possess their own skills as they adjust to the new order and the 
aftermath of Order 66. The trailer was released and everyone should watch it. 

 

• Star Wars: Visions- A Disney+ original show offering a new, creative take on the galaxy far-far 
away. The show will be an anthology collection of “visions,”  by several Japanese anime studios. 
This show will offer a fresh, diverse cultural perspective to Star Wars. No release date is set for the 
show.  
 

• The Mandalorian- Season three of the award-winning Disney+ original featuring the Mandalorian 
and Grogu coming soon. 

 Movie/ Show Reviews 
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Loki  
 

 The marvel show Loki really took the fans by surprise.  I didn’t know what to 
expect with this show but all Loki fans out there were excited.   It’s impossible to 
not like the Master of Mischief.  The end of the season was a shocker, I am sure no 
one was expecting that ending.  So many questions unanswered.  I had to Google 
it myself just to understand some things.  The time keepers were not who we 
thought they were.  And since when does Loki care about anyone?  Sylvie defi-
nitely brought out a side of Loki that we did not expect.  I mean yes he did help 
his brother sometimes,k but was always quick to stab him in the back.  But that 
got me thinking, how many Loki’s are there in total?  How many variants are 
there?  It was definitely a great way to open up the multiverse.  I can’t wait to see 

the new Spiderman, Dr. 
Strange and Thor movies 
now.  Marvel fans have a lot 
to be thankful for for real. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Movie/ Show Reviews 
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Venom: Let there be  
Carnage/Venom 2  

 
 If you have not seen Venom 2, well then make sure to go see it during the Thanksgiving break.  
It was a box office hit for the times.  It was funny, suspenseful and obviously had a ton of action.   
Carnage was a wonderful addition to the film.  Woody Harrelson is an amazing actor and did an  
outstanding performance.  The digital effects of the film were amazing.  It was truly a must see in  
theatres.  All Venom fans were patiently awaiting a sequel.  There is no telling what Marvel will do next.  
The fans will just have to wait and see.  Marvel fans will not be disappointed.   
 

 Movie/ Show Reviews 
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Will the Mandalorian return? 
 

   Many Mandalorian fans are disappointed that Mando will not be back for the new season with 
baby Yoda this year.   Instead, we will be getting a spin off about Boba Fett in December.  Not what we 
all wanted, but should be interesting to see what The Book of Boba Fett has to offer the fans.  It is a 
very sad reality that we won’t get to see Mando again soon, but we all must move on.  The good news 
is that Disney is saying that Mando and baby Yoda may return for a season 3 but we are not sure 
when.  I mean how could they not return?  You can’t just brink back Luke, young version, and then 
leave us hanging like that.  Hopefully, baby Yoda is doing well with his new caregiver.  I’m sure baby 
Yoda toys will be a hot commodity once again this holiday season.   

 Movie/ Show Reviews 
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 Video Game Reviews 

By: Alexa Schnef 

  
 Minecraft is a video game in which  
players create and break apart various kinds 
of blocks in three dimensional worlds. The 
game’s two main modes are survival and  

creative. In survival, players must find their own building supplies and food. They are  
also interactable with blocklike mobs, or moving creatures. Minecraft is educational  
because it enhances creativity, problem-solving, self-direction, collaboration, and other 
life skills. In the classroom, Minecraft complements reading, writing, math, and even 
history learnings.  
 
 A review that I have for Minecraft is that it’s a good video game. It’s entertaining 
and you do so much stuff on desktop, mobile not so much. On desktop you can play on 
this server called hypixel where you can play so many mini games like Bedwars, Skywars, 
Murder Mystery, Skyblock, build battle, etc. and there are different types of servers as 
well with a friendly community in every server you join. There are also various blocks 
and decorations you can get.  You can access them by working for your supplies in  
survival mode. There are various commands as well and they are all pretty useful for 
when you play on servers with friends. Some of the animals are also rideable like horses,  
llamas, and donkeys. In order to get food you can hunt animals, farm, fish, or even trade 
emeralds for food. Minecraft has updates every year.  Right now it’s version is  1.16.5. 
Minecraft also migrated with Microsoft and another way to play Minecraft with a lot 
more interesting stuff is to use lunar client for Minecraft to play on, it has cool mods you 
can enable on there as well. 

Videogame Reviews   
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Rolo Pretzel Treats 
By: Sabrina Grisanti 

 
 

  This is a super easy and quick recipe! They are delicious and perfect for the holidays.  
 

Ingredients: 

• Snyder Pretzel Snaps 
 

• ROLOS 
 

• Pecans  
 

Directions: 

• Preheat oven to 250 degrees Fahrenheit 
 

• Line a baking sheet with parchment paper 
 

• Lay out as many pretzels as you want to make 
(Make sure you space them out and that they are 
whole pretzels ) 

• Unwrap each rolo candy (if  needed) and 
place one on top of  each pretzel 

• Place it in the oven for 2-3 minutes (the chocolate should melt a little) 
Take it out and immediately press a pecan into the rolo candy.  Make sure that the pecan is not 
cracked and that you firmly press it into the rolo candy 

• Let them solidify for 20-30 minutes  
 
 
 

      Enjoy! 

 Recipes 
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Chief’s 
Challenge 

 

 
Here’s a couple of ways we can all help other 

people everyday: 
 
 

• Compliment your friends and family daily. 
• Help your mother with chores around the house. 
• Help and stand up for students that are getting 

made fun of. 
• Help new students make friends and get involved 

at Ames! 
• Give hugs to friends and be supportive. 
• Help a friend with homework. 
• Help make the lives of elderly citizens easier. 
• Donate money to charity and those in need. 
• Donate clothes or toys to those in need; remem-

ber that everyone deserves happiness. 
• Cook dinner for friends and family and be hospi-

table especially as we are nearing the holiday sea-
son.  

• Be nice to your teachers and respect them; 
“please,” “thank you,” and “have a great day!” go 
a long way! 

• Teach someone something you know how to do; 
share your skills and talents. 

• Smile at a stranger, you might make their day! 
• Send your favorite teacher a thank you note 
• Throw out all of your garbage and recycle to help 

make Ames a clean and pretty place to attend 
school or work. 

• Hold the door open for someone. 
• Write letters to soldiers at war and veterans. 
• Help an injured person and offer to carry their 

books. 
• Recycle and keep the environment clean in 

school and at home. 
• Volunteer to teach smaller children how to do 

things such as swim. 
• Sit with someone at lunch that you don’t normal-

ly sit with. 
 

 

Are you up for the Chief’s Challenge? 

Do you want to help your school and com-

munity? 

Do you want to help the world to be a better 

place? 

Do you want to help heal other’s pain? 

Do you want to stop cyber bullying and bully-

ing all together? 

If you are interested in any of these things and if you really 

want to make a change in your school then join this amaz-

ing club.  If interested, go see Mrs. Balcuk (Counselor) or 

Mrs. Hession (Social worker) in the Pupil Personnel Office! 

 

Clubs at Ames 

 

• Chief’s Challenge 
• Art Mural Club 
• Active Minds 
• Multicultural Club 
• The Little Chief Newspaper Club 
• The Gaming Club 
• The Dog Rescue Club 
• The Film Study Club 
• National History Day Club 
• Buddies 
• Chess Club 
• FitBuds Club 
• Library 3D Printing and Drawing Club 
• Science Club 
• National Junior Honor Society 
• 9th Grade Class of 2025 
 
For more information about these clubs you can 
visit the Massapequa High School-Ames website. 
 


